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Community CornerCommunity Corner

Community Corner is a place where you can share news about work you are doing with
young people with diverse SOGIE (sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender
expression). To submit information about your program to be highlighted in this newsletter,
please email theinstitute@ssw.umaryland.edu.

The Institute of Innovation and Implementation  has partnered with Philadelphia Coalition
for Queer Justice and Intersectional Equity to host a two day-virtual symposium on the
state of LGBTQ+ youth in the child welfare system and how their experiences have
changed in light of COVID-19 - The New Normal: LGBTQ+ Youth Living Through
COVID-19.

Join others working within prevention, child welfare and other systems to support
the needs of children, youth, young adults, and their families from a variety of
disciplines to “bridge-the-gap” and elevate best practices in the pursuit of equity for all
LGBTQ+ youth.

Click for More Information
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Practical ToolsPractical Tools

Affirming Primary Care for Intersex People 

This community-informed clinical guide on primary care for intersex
people provides an overview of intersex terms and concepts, the health
concerns of intersex people, intersex-affirming practices, and resources
for further learning. Read more

Supportive Housing and Health Services for LGBTQIA+ Youth
Experiencing Homelessness: Promising Practices

This publication addresses health disparities that LGBTQIA+ youth
experiencing homelessness face and focuses on ways to increase
engagement of LGBTQIA+ youth into health and housing programs. It
highlights three notable programs in three U.S. cities that have
developed culturally tailored programs to engage and support
LGBTQIA+ youth experiencing homelessness and includes promising
practices based on common themes across the programs. Learn
more

Webinars/Virtual EventsWebinars/Virtual Events

MHA Conference: COVID-19, Mental Health, and the Need for Equity
Sept. 3-4

The mental health effects of COVID-19 are as important to
address as the physical health effects, and not everyone
has equal access to care. Black, Indigenous, and people
of color also are disproportionately negatively impacted by
COVID-19 and dying at much higher rates. Add to that the
systemic racism so many people of color bear every day,
and the trauma and mental health implications are significant. The 2020 Mental Health
America (MHA) Conference will discuss all aspects of the “new normal,” from increased
anxiety to workplace accommodations to systemic racism and more. Register here

38th GLMA Annual Conference on LGBTQ Health
Sept. 23-26

This event is open to health care providers of all
disciplines, researchers, academics, health administrators,
policy experts, advocates, and all LGBTQ health
supporters. The 2020 conference theme, “Developing
LGBTQ Health Leadership,” will focus on strategies to

strengthen the ability and influence of leaders to improve outcomes in LGBTQ health care,
health education, and policy-making at every opportunity. Register here

Seeking Trans Participants for the SnapshoT Photo Elicitation Study

Loyola University Chicago is conducting a national online study called

https://www.lgbtqiahealtheducation.org/publication/affirming-primary-care-for-intersex-people-2020/
https://www.qchatspace.org/
https://www.lgbtqiahealtheducation.org/publication/supportive-housing-and-health-services-for-lgbtqia-youth-experiencing-homelessness-promising-practices/
https://mhanational.org/2020/annual-conference
http://glma.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.viewPage&pageId=1196


SnapshoT, using photos on the experience of transgender and
gender-diverse youth living in the United States. If you are between 14
and 29 years old and identify as trans, you could participate and be
eligible to win a gift card for completing this study. Complete survey

Articles/ResearchArticles/Research

Report: Where We Call Home: LGBT People of Color in Rural America

This report from the National Black Justice Coalition explores the
unique experiences of Black LGBT, Latinx LGBT, Native American
LGBT and Two-Spirit, and Asian and Pacific Islander LGBT people in
rural America, including California. It discusses the structural
differences in rural regions that make these individuals more
vulnerable to discrimination. Read more

COVID-19 Worsens Mental Health in the LGBTQ Community

Looking at LGBTQ mental health data collected since the
pandemic began, researchers at the University of California, San
Francisco found that COVID-19 was causing the greatest
increases in anxiety among people who weren’t previously
anxious. Researchers used data from more than 2,300
respondents to the PRIDE (Population Research in Identity and
Disparities for Equality) 2019 questionnaire and COVID-19 impact
survey. “As time goes on, the sustained social distancing, economic impacts, and personal
illness, grief, and loss will likely have more and different effects on mental health,” study
author Annesa Flentje said. Read here

Policy NewsPolicy News

HHS Sued for Ending Data Collection on Tribal, LGBTQ Youth in Foster
Care

The Trump administration is facing a new lawsuit from a
coalition of LGBTQ, foster care and Native American
groups over removing requirements from the child
welfare reporting system to identify tribal children and
lesbian, gay and bisexual youth in foster care. The 78-
page complaint, which was filed Thursday in the U.S.
District Court of the Northern District of California,
challenges the rule change the Department of Health &
Human Services and the Administration for Children &

Families made final in May to rescind authority of foster care workers to ask about the
sexual orientation and tribal identities of youth. Plaintiffs in the lawsuit are True Colors,
Inc., Ark of Freedom Alliance and the Detroit-area Ruth Ellis Center, which seek to serve
LGBTQ youth as well as the California Tribal Families Coalition, Yurok Tribe, Cherokee
Nation and Facing Foster Care in Alaska. Patrick Comerford, executive director of True
Colors, Inc., said in a statement LGBTQ youth are “are overrepresented in the system and
are often navigating structures that are ill-equipped to respond to them in culturally

http://bit.ly/snapshotstudy
https://utorontofsw.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_b9DGUrVIMVkNE2x
http://nbjc.org/sites/default/files/lgbt-rural-poc-report_0.pdf
https://www.webmd.com/lung/news/20200706/covid-worsens-mental-health-in-the-lgbtq-community


competent ways.” The lawsuit was filed by Lambda Legal, Michigan State University
College of Law’s Indian Law Clinic and Democracy Forward, which seeks to expose
corruption in the executive branch of government. Learn more 

Victory! Federal Court Rules Trans Students Must Have Access to
Bathrooms That Match Their Gender

Last week, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit
affirmed a lower court ruling that required a suburban
Jacksonville, Fla., school district to treat transgender student
Drew Adams equally by allowing equal access to the restroom
that matches his gender. Adams’ case was the country’s first
trial involving a transgender student’s equal access to
restrooms. “Today, the court sent a clear message that
schools must treat transgender students with the same dignity
and respect as any other student,” said Tara Borelli, counsel
at Lambda Legal. “The trial court was correct when it ruled that the law requires that Drew
Adams be treated like every other boy and be allowed to use the boys’ restroom. We are
glad the court saw the school board’s policy as unjust and discriminatory, and affirmed the
inherent dignity and worth of transgender students.” Learn more 

LGBTQ+ Candidates Are Winning More U.S. Elections Than Ever Before

A report found that the number of LGBTQ+ elected officials at
the local, state, and national levels has doubled over the last
four years. The numbers point to the reality that LGBTQ+
officials are beginning to better represent the full diversity of
the community, with people of color, transgender, and
bisexual officials winning elections at a faster pace compared
to their white and cisgender counterparts over the past three
years. The data also highlights that the number of openly

LGBTQ+ elected officials in the United States has more than doubled over the last four
years. Learn more 

Maine Is Now Offering a Nonbinary Option on Birth Certificates

Mainers who identify outside of the gender binary will now
be able to get a gender-neutral birth certificate. This year the
Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention
announced that it been considering a new rule that would
allow the use of a nonbinary gender designation on birth
certificates, a proposal that was praised by LGBTQ+
advocates. Maine is moving forward with the new
designation. Nonbinary adults over the age of 18 or
emancipated minors may now request forms for a new Maine birth certificate to make the
gender change. For nonbinary youth younger than 18, parental or legal guardian consent
is required. The law stipulates that both parents must sign a worksheet in addition to a
notarized document. Afterward an “X” will display on the birth certificate. Gia Drew,
program director for the LGBTQ+ rights group Equality Maine, said the change will make a
significant difference for Maine’s trans and nonbinary community. Read here
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