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Community Corner
 Community Corner is a place where you can share news about the work you are doing with young
people with diverse SOGIE (sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression). To submit
information about your program to be highlighted in this newsletter, please email
theinstitute@ssw.umaryland.edu.

‘A Place of Joy’: Inside a Safe Haven for Black Queer Teens in Alabama

As the youth group members trickle onto
the video call, Joshua Baker tries to keep
things light. “Thank you for momentarily
gracing us with your beauty,” he tells
DaQuon, who turns off their camera as
soon as they join. But when Peyton says
they’re feeling exhausted, Baker can’t help
but acknowledge: In many parts of
America, it is not an easy time to be young,
Black, and queer. “Within the context of
everything that’s going on in the world,”
Baker says on this sweltering July
afternoon, “everything just feels kind of
heavy.” Baker oversees the Youth

Ambassadors, part of a nonprofit that serves and is led by Black queer people in Alabama. At 25, he
is not much older than the teens in his group, yet he calls them his babies. Nurturing comes naturally
to Baker, who cared for his ailing mother while in high school and then earned a master’s degree in
social work. And nurturing, he believes, is what these young people need now. This program is one

https://theinstitute.umaryland.edu/
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component of The Knights & Orchids Society, or TKO. The nonprofit was founded a decade ago by
Quentin Bell, a Selma native who is transgender, and his wife Jennine, to serve other Black trans and
queer people in Alabama. Today the group provides free services ranging from gender-affirming
medical care to food and housing assistance, in line with its leaders’ mantra: “We are the help we
need.” Learn more

Practical Tools

Free to Be Me: A Toolkit to Protect LGBTQIA+ Students' Rights in Texas

This toolkit is designed to help students,
parents, guardians, and advocates seek full
equality and dignity for LGBTQIA+ students in
Texas schools. Across the state, tens of
thousands of LGBTQIA+ students are learning
and thriving as their true and authentic selves,
with the support of countless teachers,
counselors, school administrators, coaches, and
staff. The purpose of this toolkit is to make
Texas schools safer and more affirming by
giving you the tools you need to fight against
discrimination. The first part explains  LGBTQ+
students’ rights in Texas schools, with a particular focus on transgender, nonbinary, and gender
diverse students, and discusses how these rights have been applied across the state. Part two
outlines how students, parents, and guardians can take action to protect their rights in Texas schools
through both informal and formal means, including by filing complaints with school districts or the
federal government. A resource list is also included with organizations and support groups that you
can reach out to if you need more support, as well as contact information in case you have any
questions or want to get in touch. Download here

Building & Safeguarding Your School's LGBTQ+ Collection

Schools across the country have seen an
explosion of banned books with LGBTQ+ topics
this past year. This infographic from the
American Association of School Librarians
shares some helpful facts and tips for keeping
your school's LGBTQ+ book collection safe.
This infographic is part of the toolkit Defending
Intellectual Freedom: LGBTQ+ Materials in
School Libraries, which was developed to
support school professionals in addressing
challenges related to censorship of LGBTQ+
materials in schools. Use the accompanying
infographic and applied framework in the guide
to navigate the document more quickly

depending on your specific question or need. Activities in each section also make this a valuable tool
for professional development. View here

Webinars/Virtual Events
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An Introduction to Affirmative Practices for Transgender & Nonbinary Clients with
Serious Mental Illness
Thursday, August 18, 3:00-4:00 p.m. ET

This webinar will provide an overview of Serious Mental
Illness (SMI) and implications for working affirmatively with
transgender and nonbinary clients who have SMI.
Background and prevalence of SMI diagnoses among
transgender and nonbinary populations will be discussed,
including relationships between the experience of gender
dysphoria and other mental health symptoms. Common
problems and harmful practices will be addressed, along
with a case study with suggestions to improve
practitioners’ support for TNB clients. The protective role
that gender affirmation and gender euphoric experiences
can have on behavioral health and long-term well-being
will also be explored.  Register now

Navigating a Gender Clinic: A Guide for Parents of Gender Expansive Youth
Thursday, August 18, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET

 
Join Gender Spectrum for this session for parents and
caregivers of gender expansive youth. It will cover topics such
as, what is a gender clinic, how to navigate a gender clinic,
what ages can access it and what services are available.
Learn about some of the options for gender affirming care
such as blockers and hormones. Guidance will be given
around gender affirming products and techniques such as:
binding, packing, tucking, and more. This workshop will be
recorded and all who sign-up will be emailed the recording
afterwards regardless of attendance. Register now

 
8th Annual Advancing Excellence In Transgender Health Conference
October 13-16, 2002

 
This virtual conference is designed to train the
whole health care team in providing responsive
and confident gender-affirming health care,
grounded in research evidence and best clinical
practices. Sessions are led by expert faculty
specialized in transgender health-focused
research and patient care. The conference is
appropriate for all members of health care teams,
including physicians, behavioral health care
providers, physician assistants, nurses, and other
staff. Register now

 
Gender Spectrum Family Conference
October 1-2, 2022 | 

Registration is now open for the Annual Gender

https://www.tfaforms.com/4995922
https://cmeregistration.hms.harvard.edu/event/ea373362-fd06-4a42-9311-e0bb00460142/regProcessStep1:7465cf65-e102-4130-9292-1953f5c976e0
https://education.smiadviser.org/diweb/catalog/item?id=10854150
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https://cmeregistration.hms.harvard.edu/event/ea373362-fd06-4a42-9311-e0bb00460142/regProcessStep1:7465cf65-e102-4130-9292-1953f5c976e0


Spectrum Family Conference! Though typically
inclusive of all family members, this year’s Conference
will be only for parents, guardians and other
caregivers to help them learn to support their
transgender youth. Participants will engage in
programming and acquire resources designed to build
their capacity to support young people around issues
of gender. Workshops are organized around a variety
of disciplines – education, medicine, mental
health/counseling, social services, etc. In addition, a
number of workshops focus on a range of
interdisciplinary topics including how the intersection
of gender and race, religion, class, and other aspects
of identity impact a young person’s gender
experience. There will also be opportunities to meet
with other parents, guardians and caregivers to build
and foster community. 
Register now

 

Announcements  

 
 
 

Study for Intersex Young Adults 

Shelby Astle, a Ph.D. student at Kansas State University,
has partnered with interACT to design a project to better
understand (a) intersex young adults’ experiences with
caregivers related to being intersex (e.g., how they
communicated or didn’t communicate about intersex
topics) and (b) how these experiences affect their current
identity and sexual well-being as a young adult. They are
interviewing intersex young adults ages 18-29 to learn
more about their experience with their caregivers
growing up and how those experiences may have
impacted their identity and sexual well-being. This
research will be used to inform caregivers on how to be
better supports for their intersex children. Participants will
be compensated with $25 for completing a 5-min intro
survey and an hour-long interview conducted via online
video conferencing. Learn more

INQYR Level Up! Survey! 

The International Partnership for Queer Youth Resilience (INQYR) is
exploring LGBTQ+ youth’s positive and negative experiences of
video gaming and video gaming communities, and how this relates
to wellbeing. They are seeking participants aged 14-29 years old
living in Canada, the USA, the UK, Australia, or Mexico who
identifies as a sexual or gender minority person and plays video
games regularly on any platform to take part in a survey taking
approximately 20-30 minutes. Participants may enter a raffle to win
one of ten $50 CAD Amazon gift cards (or rough local currency
equivalent) and may also be eligible to participate in an interview
with a further incentive. Learn more and participate here

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5vzJZLi0NHdkzau?Q_CHL=qr
https://2022gsfc.sched.com/
https://www.hrc.org/news/hrc-foundation-and-uconn-launch-2022-youth-survey-to-examine-the-experiences-of-lgbtq-youth
https://www.inqyr.org/projects/levelup


 

Articles/Research

 
 
 

On All Sides: How Race, Ethnicity & Gender Influence Health Risk for Transgender
Students of Color

 
Available literature details the profound health disparities
students of color endure due to social, economic,
environmental, and structural disparities. Some literature
describes health disparities between transgender and
cisgender students due to similar reasons. Yet, limited
population-based data focuses exclusively on the health risk
behavior and outcomes of transgender students of color. In
2017, history was made when for the first time on a
population-based survey, the Youth Risk Behavior
Surveillance System (YRBSS) asked students whether they
identify as transgender, and 2,555 young people said yes.
More than half of these respondents also identified as
students of color. The findings and recommendations offered

in this report will assist educators, policymakers, researchers, and advocates design meaningful
interventions that can reduce health risk behaviors and improve health outcomes for transgender
students of color. Read here

LGBTQ+ Students Face Disproportionately High Rates of Discipline in Schools

Although about 10 percent of youth between the
ages of 13 and 17 identify as LGBTQ+, 33
percent of queer students report experiencing
school discipline of some sort, including
principal’s office visits, detention, suspension or
expulsion. LBGTQ+ students, particularly
gender-nonconforming youth, experience
disciplinary action for reasons such as violating
dress codes, showing affection to their romantic
partners or simply advocating for themselves,
research shows. Giving educators professional
development and making school policies more
equitable for all students can counter the problem. A January 2022 study published in the Journal of
Research on Adolescence found that Black LGBT youth were three times more likely to be
suspended than their White LGBT peers and seven times more likely to be suspended than White

https://actionnetwork.org/forms/on-all-sides
https://www.them.us/story/lgbtq-students-discipline-schools-supportive-leadership
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non-LGBT youth. With the exception of Asian LGBT youth, all LGBT youth of color had higher
suspension rates than their White LGBT counterparts. The study authors suggest that schools adopt
supportive strategies, including alternatives to punitive discipline, to lower odds of suspension. The
study used LGBT in describing the youth. Read here

First Clinical Guidelines Published For Collecting Pediatric Sexual Orientation And
Gender Identity Data

A study published in the Journal of the American
Medical Informatics Association examines methods
that pediatric primary care practices can use to
collect and document sexual orientation and gender
identity (SOGI) information with children and
adolescents. The study contributes important new
knowledge to the field of SOGI data collection in
health care settings. “There are existing guidelines
for sexual orientation and gender identity data
collection among adult patients, but we previously
did not have standard recommendations when
caring for pediatric patients,” said study senior
author Dr. Alex S. Keuroghlian, who directs the
National LGBTQIA+ Health Education Center at The

Fenway Institute and the Massachusetts General Hospital Psychiatry Gender Identity Program.
“Providing space for discussing sexual orientation and gender identity, making appropriate referrals,
and encouraging family acceptance of sexual and gender minority (SGM) identities is critical for the
health and well-being of children and adolescents.” Clinicians can bring up the topic of sexual
orientation and gender identity during the visit, such as the social history of the pediatric visit, with a
brief explanation of the purpose of the questions. They can normalize the disclosure of names and
pronouns by wearing a pin with their pronouns on it or by greeting patients by telling them their name
and pronouns. Read here 

Transgender and nonbinary young adults' perception of sibling and parental
support for gender identity

Transgender and nonbinary young adults report
frequent parental rejection was linked to poor
mental health. There are limited data about
transgender and nonbinary young adult sibling
relationships following disclosure or discovery of
gender identity. The purpose of new study from
the Harvard SOGIE Health Equity Research
Collaborative was to compare transgender and
nonbinary young adults' perception of parental
and sibling support specifically for gender
identity immediately after disclosure and in the
present day. Overall, respondents perceived a
significant increase in family members' support
from the time of disclosure to the time of the
survey. Most respondents reported improved

family relationships since disclosing their gender identity. Siblings were perceived as significantly
more supportive than either parent at both time points. Siblings could be an essential source of
support for transgender/nonbinary young people, particularly if parents are not accepting or do not yet
know their child's gender identity. Nurses and other professionals working with transgender and
nonbinary young people in school, community, and clinical settings should assess perceived support
across familial relationships. Read here 

Policy News
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Biden Administration Announces New Policy to Strengthen Transgender
Healthcare Protections

The Biden administration has proposed a
new rule that would strengthen healthcare
protections for LGBTQ people as well as
those seeking reproductive health care
services, including those who have had
abortions. The proposal is meant to bring
Section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act
(also known as Obamacare), which prohibits
discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, age, and disability, in
line with the Supreme Court’s 2020 decision
that federal laws against workplace
discrimination on the basis of sex also
protect LGBTQ people. The proposed rule
would make health care discrimination
against LGBTQ people a violation of federal
law. Learn more

Michigan Supreme Court rules that anti-LGBTQ discrimination is illegal in historic
victory

Michigan’s Supreme Court has ruled that businesses,
landlords, and others cannot discriminate based on
sexual orientation or gender identity, even though the
state’s civil rights legislation doesn’t specifically
mention those categories. The landmark 5–2 decision
establishes that the bans on discrimination on the
basis of “sex” in the state’s 1976 Elliott-Larsen Civil
Rights Act (ELCRA) cover sexual orientation and
gender identity. In 2015, Michigan Democrats
introduced bills that would have added explicit
protections for sexual orientation, gender identity, and
gender expression into the ELCRA. The bills were
blocked by Republican leaders. Michigan’s Supreme
Court declined to hear an appeal from Fair and Equal

Michigan to have the 1976 law revised to include protections against anti-LGBTQ discrimination in
2021. Learn more 

Add Your Comment to Support LGBTQ+ Students in Proposal to Include Sexual
Orientation and Gender Identity in Title IX Protections by September 12th

The Human Rights Campaign (HRC) — the nation’s
largest LGBTQ+ civil rights organization — marked
the publication today of the U.S. Department of
Education’s Title IX Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.
The proposed regulation, which will add sexual
orientation and gender identity as enumerated
protected characteristics within the Title IX
regulation, is now open for public comment for 60
days. The Department is inviting comments from
members of the general public and offers a helpful
tip sheet on how to compose comments that will
have an impact on the rulemaking process. Learn
more
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