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Community CornerCommunity Corner

Community Corner is a place where you can share news about the work you are doing
with young people with diverse SOGIE (sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender
expression). To submit information about your program to be highlighted in this newsletter,
please email theinstitute@ssw.umaryland.edu.

Hawthorne Pride Alliance Clothing Collection Highlights Lack of LGBT-
Safe Shelters in Passaic County, N.J.

The New Jersey-based Hawthorne
Pride Alliance (HPA) concluded a
successful clothing drive in
November, acquiring dozens of
donated packages destined for the
Reaching Adolescents in Need
(RAIN) Foundation, which provides a
shelter for displaced and homeless
LGBT youth, many of whom have
been rejected by their families and
have nowhere else to go. The Pride
Alliance noted that while New York
City has facilities, North Jersey in
general, and Passaic County in
particular, has a lack of LGBT-safe youth shelters. According to RAIN, 69 percent of their
youth suffered rejection from their families and 62 percent experienced aggression or
violence within the family.

“We are reaching out to the youth, who are our future,” RAIN chairman Mike Stracco said.
“Kids who don’t have families and don’t have homes have to know there’s someone who
cares about them. They could be complete strangers, but they have to know we still care
about them. So having this today means a great deal. Particularly around the holiday
season, let’s take care of those who need it most: our youth. To have Bradley [Campbell]
head this just gives credence to the time and the talent of the members of the Hawthorne
Pride Alliance.”

Stracco said that by the close of the event, HPA had received 34 packages of socks, 18
packages of underwear, three packages of undershirts, and 27 coats. Online donations
tallied 18 packages of socks and 33 packages of underwear. “It was very successful,”
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Stracco said proudly, thanking those who donated to the drive. Stracco said HPA would
keep the Amazon wish list link active if anyone wanted to send anonymous donations
directly to RAIN from home. Learn more

Practical ToolsPractical Tools

Mazzoni Center LGBTQ Wellness Guide

Philadelphia’s Mazzoni Center’s behavioral health program
understands how stressful life can be, especially for our community
this year. That’s why it created a Wellness Guide. 
 
Whether navigating stressful conversations and strained relations
with your family of origin, coping with a breakup or loss, or staying
sober and staying safe from COVID-19, our guide is packed with
tips and advice for staying grounded and taking care of yourself
this holiday season and beyond. Download here
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Gender Spectrum Gender Institute
Wednesday, Dec. 16, 1-5 p.m. EST

There is a sea change happening in our society’s
understanding of gender, and it is impacting the lives of
children, teens, and their families and caregivers in profound
ways. All of us will be required to effectively address the
implications of these evolving views in our professional settings
and work with young people. The Gender Spectrum Gender
Institute is designed to help you manage this shifting landscape
by increasing understandings of gender, considering the
implications that evolving views have for your professional
setting, and developing effective policies and practices in

response. This institute is designed with a broad professional perspective in mind.
Whether you’re an educator, mental health professional, family/pediatric health care
provider, or someone simply seeking a deeper understanding of gender, the Gender
Institute is for you. While there are no simple, one-size-fits-all answers, there are
strategies you will learn to effectively incorporate broader perspectives of gender into your
work. Register here

Webinar: LGBTQ Youth Sexual Health | HRC Project Thrive
Thursday, Dec. 17, 2-3 p.m. EST

LGBTQ youth face unique challenges in their
sexual, physical, and mental health as compared
to their peers, and the lack of LGBTQ-inclusive
sexual health education is a driving factor. This
panel, featuring experts and LGBTQ youth, will
cover important topics such as the need for inclusive curriculum and programs, addressing
HIV among LGBTQ youth, and domestic, dating, and sexual violence among LGBTQ
youth. The panel will address the need for comprehensive, inclusive sexual health
education and provide tools to help youth-serving professionals better support LGBTQ
youth with HIV as well as youth experiencing intimate partner violence. Register here

Webinar: LGBTQIA+ Patients and Social Determinants of Health
Screening and Documentation
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Friday, Dec. 18, 2-3 p.m. EST

In this webinar, Bisola Ojikutu, MD,
MPH, will discuss screening for
social determinants of health
(SDOH) for lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, intersex,

asexual, and other gender minority (LGBTQIA+) patients. Webinar content will focus on
SDOH disparities for LGBTQIA+ people, existing screening tools, and their adaptation for
culturally affirming screening and referral for LGBTQIA+ people. Register here

Free Continuing Education Course: Lifting LGBTQIA Voices of Color:
Racism Among Gender and Sexual Minorities

This panel discussion covers the intersection of
racial and gender/sexual discrimination and the
real-world impact of multiple minority identities.
The panel features Frank Sanchez, PhD, LMFT;
Luna Malbroux, MS; and Jazzmun Nichcala
Crayton, with interviewer Elizabeth Irias, MS,
LMFT. Register here
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Native American LGBT+ Youth Are at a Terrifyingly High Risk of Suicide

LGBT+ Native American young people are more likely to
be at risk of suicide, new data has warned. Research from
The Trevor Project shows that LGBT+ youth from
American Indian and Alaskan Native backgrounds are 2.5
times more likely to report a suicide attempt in the past
year, compared to their LGBT+ peers.

American Indian and Alaskan Native youth who reported
facing discrimination also were at greater risk of suicide, but supportive families and
LGBT-affirming schools can reduced suicide risk by nearly 60 percent. LGBT+ American
Indian and Alaskan Native youth also are significantly more likely to experience housing
instability, food insecurity, and foster care. Nearly half of the American Indian and Alaskan
Native LGBT+ youth identified as transgender, non-binary, or questioning their gender,
while 20 percent identified as Two-Spirit. Read more

2019 Southern LGBTQ Health Survey

The 2019 Southern LGBTQ Health Survey includes responses from
more than 5,600 people, one of the largest samples ever of LGBTQ
Southerners talking specifically about their health. The survey report
covers new data about LGBTQ Southerners’ physical and mental
health; overall quality of care; experiences with depression, anxiety,
suicidal ideation, and self-harming behaviors; and experiences with
HIV. The report was produced by the Campaign for Southern
Equality (CSE) in partnership with Western North Carolina
Community Health Services as a part of CSE’s Southern LGBTQ
Health Initiative. Read the full report

Gender-Affirming Health Care Is Life or Death for Trans People

Gender-affirming care is scientifically proven to improve
the moods and outlooks of transgender individuals,
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according to research compiled by the Center for the Study
of Inequality at Cornell University. This improvement,
experts say, is often lifesaving to the transgender
population, within which 81 percent of adults have
experienced suicidal ideation and 40 percent have
attempted suicide at some point in their lives, according to
a study from the Williams Institute: For trans people, a lack
of access to gender-affirming care leads to a higher

prevalence of suicide, per the Williams Institute. Yet in the United States, acquiring
consistent, safe care is a never-ending cascade of hurdles including high costs, confusing
laws, discrimination, and incompetent doctors, and unfortunately, the hurdles only seem to
be getting higher in the pandemic. Learn more

Alcohol, Tobacco, and Comorbid Psychiatric Disorders and Associations
with Sexual Identity and Stress-Related Correlates

Previous studies have demonstrated that LGBTQ+ individuals are
at greater risk for substance use disorders and psychiatric
disorders. Evans-Polce noted that the new study, which gathered
data from 35,796 responses from the National Epidemiologic
Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions, is one of the few to
examine this risk. An interesting finding of note is the prevalent
comorbidities for bisexual women. When compared to
heterosexual women, bisexual women were found much more
likely to have an anxiety disorder (32.5 percent bisexual, 16
percent heterosexual), mood disorder (35 percent bisexual, 15
percent heterosexual), and post-traumatic stress disorder (21
percent bisexual, 6 percent heterosexual). According to the data,
63 percent of bisexual women misusing tobacco also had an anxiety disorder, mood
disorder, or PTSD. In contrast, only 46 percent of heterosexual women with a tobacco use
disorder also had a psychiatric issue. Read more 

Policy NewsPolicy News

Biden Plans Swift Moves to Protect and Advance LGBTQ Rights

As vice president in 2012, Joe Biden endeared
himself to many LGBTQ Americans by endorsing
same-sex marriage even before his boss,
President Barack Obama. Now, as president-
elect, Biden is making sweeping promises to
LGBTQ activists, proposing to carry out virtually
every major proposal on their wish lists. Among
them: Lifting the Trump administration’s near-total
ban on military service for transgender people,
barring federal contractors from anti-LGBTQ job

discrimination, and creating high-level LGBTQ rights positions at the State Department,
the National Security Council, and other federal agencies. Learn more 

Lambda Legal Sues to Put Transgender Nondiscrimination Protections
Back into Affordable Care Act

The nation’s largest LGBTQ+ legal group has sued an
insurance company for denying care to a transgender
child, a case that could restore nondiscrimination
protections that have been axed by the Trump
administration. Lambda Legal is taking Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Illinois to court for refusing to cover
transition-related care that a 15-year-old boy’s
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doctors, parents, and mental health providers say he
needs. According to the complaint, Blue Cross
excludes coverage for “gender-affirming health care,
including surgical care.” Patricia and Nolle Pritchard
said that means they have had to take out a loan to
pay the $10,000 needed for their son’s health care.
The boy, identified only as C.P., has lived as male
since 2015, though he showed signs of wanting to
transition much younger, his parents said. Learn
more 
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