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National SOGIE Center Launches
Leading social justice
organizations have joined
together to form a national
center to address the needs of
LGBTQ+ young people and
their families involved in public
systems through cutting-edge
resources and assistance. Led
by The Institute for Innovation
and Implementation at the
University of Maryland’s School
of Social Work, the National
SOGIE Center consolidates the

latest evidence-based tools, trainings, and other resources, as well as consultation, for
those working in public youth-serving systems. With the launch, this newsletter becomes
the official newsletter of the National SOGIE Center; we look forward to sharing our work
with you here. Read the full story

Community CornerCommunity Corner

Community Corner is a place where you can share news about the work you are doing
with young people with diverse SOGIE (sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender
expression). To submit information about your program to be highlighted in this newsletter,
please email theinstitute@ssw.umaryland.edu.

Magic City Acceptance Academy Provides Affirming Space in Alabama

All public schools are
supposed to provide a safe
learning environment for
children, but that doesn’t
always happen for LGBTQ+
students. A new public
charter school in Alabama,
the Magic City Acceptance
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Academy, has built
affirmation for LGBTQ+
students into its very
foundation. It is the first
school in the South to do so.
“Everybody has a place in
this world, whether they
identify as trans or bisexual or
pansexual or just because
they’re Latinx or African-
American,” said Michael
Wilson, the school’s founding
principal. “If we learn to live

better as humans and we can show that within our school community, then I am so proud.”
The school has an on-campus counselor and teachers who will focus on social and
emotional learning just as much as traditional academics. Learn more

Practical ToolsPractical Tools

Launch of National Website for LGBTQ+ Youth & Their Families

The Institute for Innovation
and Implementation, in
collaboration with the Family
Acceptance Project, has
launched a new online resource
to help LGBTQ youth and families
find services and increase
support for LGBTQ youth. This
first of its kind website aims to
help increase family acceptance
of LGBTQ youth, community
building, and well-being. The
website includes a national
searchable map of community
support services that affirm LGBTQ young people, along with multilingual and multicultural
evidence-based resources to increase family support for LGBTQ children and youth. Read
the full press release to learn more!

“Safe Schools For All” Launches to Help Students Act Against Bullying

As schools and school districts
across the country face hostile
protests of LGBTQ+ inclusive
education, students who are
experiencing discrimination,
bullying and harassment based on
their sexual orientation, gender
identity or gender expression now
have a new resource to help
defend their rights. “Safe Schools
for All” is a unique resource to
help make schools safe and
inclusive of all students and is
rooted in guidance from the Civil

Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Justice and the Office of Civil Rights of the U.S.
Department of Education. GLBTQ Legal Advocates & Defenders (GLAD), GLSEN, the
National Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR), and PFLAG National, four of the nation’s
leading LGBTQ+ organizations, collaborated to create SafeSchoolsForAll.org for students,
parents, and supporters to take action against bullying, harassment and
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discrimination. Learn more

LGBTQ+ & Trauma: A Fact Sheet

The LGBTQ+ TA Center has shared
a new resource about responding to
trauma that affects the behavioral
health needs and recovery journeys
of LGBTQ+ people. This new,
introductory resource provides a 1-
page overview of trauma, resilience,
and the elements of a trauma-
informed approach. It includes
specific examples of how trauma
may impact LGBTQ+ people, both
as individuals and as people with a
shared history. This resource is written for behavioral health service providers, but it is
perfect to share with ALL who would benefit from a basic understanding of trauma from an
LGBTQ+ lens. Read here
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Inclusive, Accessible Supports for LGBTQ+ Youth With Disabilities 
Wednesday, January 12th, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. ET

Conversations around LGBTQ+
inclusive spaces are becoming
increasingly critical when
supporting neurodiverse
populations and individuals with
intellectual and emotional
disabilities. Historically, the
communities have been
addressed separately with the
assumption of little overlap or
impact, yet a growing body of
research demonstrates the need
for LGBTQ+ inclusive practices
that are accessible and affirming
for individuals with disabilities.
This webinar will examine the
intersections of gender,
sexuality, and disability in school, clinical, and community based settings, and identify
ways to make spaces and programs accessible and affirming for neurodiverse youth and
young adults. This workshop is hosted by The Institute’s Center of Excellence for LGBTQ+
Behavioral Health. Register now: Non-credit Registration
CEU Registration
CME Registration

A Framework for Clinical Practice with LGBTQ+ Asylum Seekers
Thursday, January 20th, 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. ET

Over the years, increasing
numbers of LGBTQ+ people have
fled to the United States seeking
protection based on persecution of
their sexual orientation or gender
identity. However, upon arrival in
the United States they contend
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with a number of stressors,
including challenges meeting
basic needs, navigating the
asylum process, and dealing with
structural barriers (e.g., stigma
and discrimination, lack of access
to healthcare). To assist LGBTQ+
asylum seekers in settlement, a
clinical practice framework for
working with this population is
presented. Integrating concepts
from complex trauma, minority
stress and intersectionality,
acculturation and integration, and
resilience, the framework is
intended to help LGBTQ+ asylum

seekers manage traumatic stress, handle the demands of the asylum process, and
contend with stress related to their multiple marginalized identities. This workshop is
hosted by The Institute’s Center of Excellence for LGBTQ+ Behavioral Health. Register
now: Non-credit Registration
CEU Registration
CME Registration

Human Rights Campaign Foundation's Time to Thrive Conference
February 9 - 10, 2022

The Human Rights Campaign
Foundation in partnership with the
National Education Association
and the American Counseling
Association presents Time To
THRIVE, the annual national
conference to promote safety,
inclusion, and well-being for
LGBTQ youth...everywhere! Given the current public health crisis, the 9th annual
conference will be presented virtually on February 9 - 10, 2022 with an optional pre-
conference for beginners on February 8, 2022 (for a tentative conference schedule,
click here). The annual Time to THRIVE conference provides a comprehensive
opportunity for youth-serving professionals to build awareness and cultural competency,
learn current and emerging best practices, and gather resources from leading experts and
national organizations in the field. Register here

Supporting Transgender & Gender Diverse (TGD) Youth & Their Families
in a Clinical Setting – 2022 Learning Collaborative Application
April, 7, 14, 21, & 28, 2022 Thursdays 3:00 - 4:30pm EST/12:00-1:30pm PST

Access to pediatric gender-affirming care for
transgender and gender diverse (TGD) youth is
vital to positive mental and physical health
outcomes and should be considered part of
routine primary care. This program will engage
pediatric primary care providers, mental health
providers, health center administrators and
support staff in establishing welcoming and
affirming clinic environments and engaging
families in supporting their TGD children, with the
aim of improving health outcomes. Providers will
learn best practices for serving the families of
TGD youth, and strategies for successfully
responding to a variety of family and patient
needs and priorities. Learn more
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LGBTQ+ American Indians Report High Levels of Depression & Abuse

According to a new report,
LGBTQ+ American Indian and
Alaskan Native (AIAN) people
experience high levels of
stigma and many are feeling
like they are bein pushed out to
the fringes. They also report
higher levels of physical abuse
and economic instability than
their non-LGBTQ+ peers. The
study, released by the Williams
Institute at the UCLA School of
Law, found 42% of AIAN
LGBTQ+ people have been diagnosed with depression, compared to less than a quarter
of non-LGBTQ+ Native people and just 6.7% of the general U.S. population. Suicide is the
second-leading cause of death for Native youths ages 10 to 24, according to the National
Indian Council on Aging. A study last year by The Trevor Project found LGBTQ+ AIAN
young people were two-and-a-half times more likely to report a suicide attempt in the past
year than their non-Native peers (33% to 14%). Read more

The Medical Implications of Banning Transgender Youth

Regular physical activity is essential
for the health and well-being of
children, adolescents, and adults.
The emotional, social, and physical
benefits of exercise and sports
participation are indisputable:
physical activity during childhood and
adolescence has lifelong positive
impacts on both physical and mental
health. Additionally, transgender and
gender-diverse youth (TGD) are
particularly vulnerable to mental and

physical comorbidities that are mitigated by physical activity. Thus, the benefits of exercise
may be particularly significant for TGD youth. The past year has seen widespread
legislative efforts to exclude TGD youth from organized sports, even though organized
sports represent one of the most important opportunities for youth to engage in regular
physical activity. Learn more

Acceptance of Trans Youth Associated with Lower Suicide Rates

The Trevor Project has published a new peer-reviewed
study in Transgender Health that found acceptance of
one’s gender identity from adults and peers was
associated with significantly lower odds of attempting
suicide among transgender and nonbinary youth. Based
on a national sample of more than 8,000 transgender
and nonbinary youth from across the United States, these
findings further suggest a need to equip adults and young
people with the information, skills, and resources
necessary to support and affirm the transgender and
nonbinary young people in their lives, as this gender
identity acceptance can protect against negative mental
health outcomes, including suicide. Read here
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20 Years of Data Shows What Works for LGBTQ+ Students

Twenty years ago, students weren’t
bullied or harassed in schools
because of their sexual orientation
or gender identity. At least, that’s
what many educators said when
advocacy groups first began digging
into the urgent problems reported
by LGBTQ+ youth in America’s
schools. It wasn’t true. LGBTQ+
students were regularly subjected to
verbal and physical harassment, but
there was no national data about

their school experiences. “That was really what sparked the need,” says Dr. Joseph
Kosciw, director of the GLSEN Research Institute. “There was no national evidence, and
GLSEN realized we need to be able to demonstrate what’s going on across the country.”
Launched in 1999, the National School Climate Survey became the largest body of
research about LGBTQ+ students, providing a detailed look into topics like school climate,
cultural biases, and the indelible impact of discrimination on children. Read here
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Reports Show Bullying of LGBTQ+ Students at Unprecedented Levels

Advocacy organizations across the
state of Illinois have received an
unprecedented number of reports of
bullying, harassment, and
discrimination against LGBTQ+
students, a coalition of groups said at
a virtual news conference last month.
“LGBTQ+ students must be treated
with dignity and respect and must be
supported and loved so that they can
show up authentically as they are at
schools, where they can be safe and
learn and thrive,” said Mony Ruiz-
Velasco, deputy director of Equality
Illinois, which hosted the meeting. Groups across the state are working together to hold
schools accountable, offer training resources and make sure no LGBTQ+ students “fall
through any cracks,” Ruiz-Velasco said. Name calling, destruction of property and assault
are just some of the incidents reported recently to LGBTQ+ support organizations. Learn
more
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Trans Teens Fighting for Change in Foster Care System

Benjerman Xander entered foster care in
Oregon as a 10-year-old in 2013. In
2019, Ben became a lead plaintiff in a
class-action suit filed against Oregon
alleging that the state was violating the
rights of children in its care. This marks
the first time a lawsuit of this kind is
specifically addressing the particular
issues LGBTQ+ foster children face in
care. This year has been particularly
challenging for trans people in America.
More than 130 bills targeting trans rights
have been introduced in states across
the country, and 13 have passed,
making this the worst year on record for
the enactment of anti-trans laws,

according to the Human Rights Campaign. Part of what the plaintiffs want out of the
lawsuit, Southwick says, is to require that Oregon gather data about the number of SGM
youth the state has in its care. (Once identified, LGBTQ children could hopefully be placed
in homes where their identity is affirmed, Southwick explains.) Learn more

LA County Approves $3.6 Million To Serve LGBTQ+ Foster Youth

L.A County Board of Supervisors has
passed a supplemental budget to its
fiscal year, which includes an
allocation of $3.6 million to provide
direct services and support to LGBTQ+
foster youth under its care. The Los
Angeles LGBT Center has applauded
this motion which was led by
Supervisors Sheila Kuehl and Hilda L.
Solis, and with the determined
leadership of Department of Child and
Family Services (DCFS) Director
Bobby Cagle. This decision will begin
to address the well-documented and unmet needs of young LGBTQ youth. Read more

Two Trans Boys in Indiana Suing Over School Restroom Discrimination

Last month, the American Civil
Liberties Union of Indiana and
Indiana Legal Services filed a
joint lawsuit on behalf of two
trans freshmen at Terre Haute
North Vigo High School, who
allege that faculty are refusing
to use their correct pronouns
and names. The suit, filed
against the Vigo County School
Corporation and principal
Stephen Joseph, further alleges
that the students have been

barred from accessing the boys’ bathrooms and locker rooms, and that they will even be
listed under their legal names in the school yearbook. “Denying a student their right to use
the correct restroom is discrimination, plain and simple,” Ken Falk, ACLU of Indiana Legal
Director, said in a statement. “Schools should be a safe place for kids and the refusal to
allow a student to use the correct restroom can be extremely damaging.” Read more
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