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Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity, & Expression 101 Office Hour
Thursday, January 28th | 1-2pm ET

The Center of Excellence on
LGBTQ+ Behavioral Health
Equity has now launched and
we are inviting you to our first
live event! Have questions about
providing affirmative care for
LGBTQ+ communities? Join the
Center of Excellence on LGBTQ+
Behavioral Health Equity on
Thursday, Jan. 28 from 1-2 p.m.
ET for an open Q&A with experts.
This session provides a live
follow-up opportunity to accompany the Center of Excellence’s pre-recorded webinars:
Sexual Orientation & Behavioral Health 101 and Gender Identity & Expression 101.

Register now

Community CornerCommunity Corner

Community Corner is a place where you can share news about the work you are doing
with young people with diverse SOGIE (sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender
expression). To submit information about your program to be highlighted in this newsletter,
please email theinstitute@ssw.umaryland.edu.

LA LGBT Center receives $100K grant for Intergenerational Culinary Arts
Program

The Los Angeles LGBT Center has been awarded a
$100,000 grant from the S. Mark Taper Foundation to
support the Center’s innovative Culinary Arts program, an
intergenerational training program for LGBTQ youth
experiencing homelessness and low-income LGBTQ
seniors. Taught at the Center’s commercial kitchen in the
Anita May Rosenstein Campus, the 300-hour program
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engages students from the Center’s Senior Services programs to learn basic culinary
skills alongside youth ages 18–24 in addition to professional development training for jobs
beyond the kitchen. Participants finish the program by completing a 100-hour internship at
local restaurants, catering companies, and other food service businesses. Learn more
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Cartoon Network Breaks Down Gender Pronouns in Cute New PSA

In their latest initiative with the National Black
Justice Coalition, Cartoon Network enlists
Stevonnie of Steven Universe and Craig of Craig
of the Creek to give an important lesson on gender
pronouns. Cartoon Network shared an adorable
comic strip on their social media channels showing
Stevonnie and Craig openly talking about the
pronouns they use, asking and respecting others'
pronouns, and affirming each other's identities. It is
beyond adorable, and an especially powerful
lesson for young people looking to understand the
world around them with kindness and empathy.
"This comic was created to embrace and acknowledge the role of selfhood and inclusion,"
NBJC’s YYAAC member Justin Calhoun said in a statement. "This partnership between
NBJC and Cartoon Network is an act of visibility that centers the needs of queer youth to
ensure that they are not only accepted, but also thriving!"

"Here's to not only normalizing gender pronouns, but respecting them, too. Whether you
use he/she/them or something else, we acknowledge, affirm, and LOVE you! " Cartoon
Network also linked to NBJC’s Gender Justice Toolkit, where readers can get an even
more in-depth understanding of gender pronouns, experiences and why they matter. View
here

Tipsheet for LGBTQ+ Youth: How to Help Yourself or a Friend

This tip sheet from the HRC Foundation and the Child Mind Institute
gives guidance for LGBTQ youth on how to take care of their mental
health. Mental health is an important part of our overall health and
well-being. Feeling sad, alone, worried, or scared is very likely a
sign that our mental health is in need of care, just like having a
cough or a bruise that won’t heal is a sign of needing care. It is
often difficult to talk about our feelings or needs for support but
talking about mental health symptoms and getting help are the first
steps in taking care of our mental health. When we feel happy, safe,
and supported, we are more likely to succeed in school, maintain
meaningful relationships and reach our hopes and dreams. Read

here
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Human Rights Campaign’s Time to THRIVE Conference
February 9-11, 2021

The Human Rights Campaign Foundation in
partnership with the National Education
Association and the American Counseling
Association present the 8th annual Time To
THRIVE, a national conference to promote safety,
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inclusion and well-being for LGBTQ youth. The
conference provides a comprehensive opportunity
for youth-serving professionals to build awareness
and cultural competency, learn current and
emerging best practices and gather resources
from leading experts and national organizations in
the field. Register here to attend the conference.

Understanding Healthcare Barriers for Transgender Youth 
February 19-20, 2021

Effectively serving the healthcare needs of
transgender, nonbinary and gender diverse
children, adolescents and teens requires an
understanding of the complex family, education,
societal, legal and intersectional dynamics that
impact their caregivers’ informed consent decision
making process. This online two-day workshop will
provide guidance on clinical best practice and
holistic patient care. The workshop co-presenters possess years of direct experience in
working with this patient population in the fields of social work, mental health, pediatric
endocrinology and community-based education, advocacy and support. Register here
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COVID making employment & health disparities worse for LGBTQ people

More LGBTQ Americans, especially young adults, are
facing higher risks of poor mental health, homelessness
and lost income during the coronavirus pandemic,
according to advocates. Why it matters: LGBTQ people
were already more vulnerable before the pandemic, due
to persistent gaps in health care access and
employment protections, even after this summer's
Supreme Court ruling. Between the lines: Advocates are

at the forefront of gathering data on how the pandemic is affecting LGBTQ people, while
some state governments are trying to catch up. Read more

Trevor Project says LGBTQ, gender-affirming spaces help prevent
suicide

LGBTQ youth who reported having at least one LGBTQ-
affirming space had 35% reduced odds of reporting a suicide
attempt in the past year, according to the Trevor Project. This
was found from data of their 2020 National Survey on LGBTQ
Youth Mental Health to examine the association between
access to affirming spaces and suicide attempts. The survey
also found that transgender and nonbinary youth who reported
having at least one gender-affirming space had 25% reduced
odds of reporting a suicide attempt in the past year. The
majority (62%) of LGBTQ youth who were enrolled in school
stated that their school was LGBTQ-affirming. However, only
43% of LGBTQ youth reported that home was an LGBTQ-
affirming space, 36% (among those employed) reported that
their workplace was LGBTQ affirming, and 29% reported that events in their community
were LGBTQ-affirming. Read more

Pandemic collides with concerns about LGBTQ students' mental health
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Thousands of LGBTQ students are navigating their
gender identities while their critical supports like friends,
teachers and school groups have been thrown onto the
Zoom-sphere due to the pandemic. These students, who
are at a higher risk for poor mental health and suicide
compared with their peers, are as a result especially
struggling to find affirmation. While research is being
conducted on the pandemic’s effect on LGBTQ youth
and their mental health, suicide prevention nonprofit The
Trevor Project said the number of people accessing

its crisis support has significantly increased and, at times, been nearly double its pre-
Covid volume. Being disconnected from in-person supports could mean additional hurdles
for students who are already fragile, but it also could push schools to reckon with a greater
need for mental health services. Learn more

Policy NewsPolicy News

Over 370 Religious Leaders Call to End Conversion Therapy and Anti-
LGBTQ+ Violence

Faith leaders from around the world have joined forces
to support the well-being of LGBTQ+ people and call for
an end to the harmful practice of conversion therapy.
The Global Interfaith Commission on LGBT+ Lives has
organized more than 370 religious leaders from at least
35 countries to sign onto a declaration that
unequivocally supports the LGBTQ+ community and
advocates for an end to violence that often stems from
faith-based bigotry. The initiative is supported by the
Ozanne Foundation, a charity that works with religious organizations to challenge anti-
LGBTQ+ discrimination. The declaration affirms that all sexual orientations, gender
identities, and gender expressions are a “precious part of creation and are part of the
natural order.” In addition, the document laments and expresses regret for long-standing
religious teachings that have caused “deep pain and offense” to LGBTQ+ people,
perpetuated injustice, fueled intolerance, led to family and faith-based rejection and
alienation, and resulted in violence. Read more 

Supreme Court rejects challenge to Ore. school district’s bathroom
policy for trans kids

The U.S. Supreme Court, despite having a 6-3
conservative majority, has rebuffed a request to
review a legal challenge against an Oregon school
district’s policy allowing transgender kids access to
the bathrooms consistent with their gender identity. In
its orders list, the court — without any explanation —
indicated it has rejected a petition for certiorari in
Parents for Privacy v. Barr, which challenges the
policy at Dallas School District No. 2, a public school

district located in Pole County in western Oregon. It takes at least four justices to agree to
take up case, but the vote on any petition isn’t publicly disclosed. By rejecting the request
for review from Parents Rights in Education, the Supreme Court lets stand a decision from
the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals upholding the policy within the district granting
transgender students access to school bathrooms, locker rooms and other sex-segregated
spaces in accordance with their gender identity. In its petition filed before the Supreme
Court in July, Parents Rights in Education entreated justices to take up the case to “untie
a Gordian knot of conflicting constitutional and statutory rights” resulting from the school
district’s policy. Learn more 
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New MAP Report on What’s at Stake in Fulton Child Welfare Case

A new issue brief from the Movement Advancement Project (MAP)
examines the role of federal contracts for religiously affiliated child
welfare agencies. MAP found that almost 40% of government
contracted child welfare agencies have a religious affiliation. The
brief also explores the negative impacts on youth when agencies
are given the right to discriminate, including decreased placements
with relatives and more children with multiple placements. Learn
more 

Billie Jean King, Megan Rapinoe, and Candace Parker Join Nearly 200
Athletes Supporting Trans Youth Participation in Sports

In December, sports icon Billie Jean King,
U.S. National Women’s Soccer Team Co-
Captain and World Cup Champion Megan
Rapinoe, and WNBA trail-blazer and legend

Candace Parker joined nearly 200 fellow athletes in women’s sports to support providing
girls and women who are transgender the equal opportunity to participate in sports. The
athletes joined Athlete Ally and the Women’s Sports Foundation as signatories to a friend-
of-the-court brief Lambda Legal filed today with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit, urging the court to affirm a lower court ruling enjoining an Idaho law that effectively
banned transgender girls from participating sports in Idaho schools. Athlete Ally is a
nonprofit organization that advocates for LGBTQ inclusion in sports. The Women's Sports
Foundation is a nonprofit organization focused on enabling girls and women to reach their
potential in sport and life. Learn more 
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