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Community CornerCommunity Corner

Community Corner is a place where you can share news about the work you are doing
with young people with diverse SOGIE (sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender
expression). To submit information about your program to be highlighted in this newsletter,
please email theinstitute@ssw.umaryland.edu.

Jewish LGBTQ nonprofit to expand to NJ, FL, Chicago, Baltimore
Orthodox communities 

The Jewish LGBTQ nonprofit Jewish
Queer Youth (JQY) has received a $1
million USD donation from Canadian
real estate developer Paul Austin and
his partner Dalip Girdhar, the
organization announced recently. The
New York City-based group said the
donation, the largest it has ever
received since its official inception as
a nonprofit in 2012, will enable it to
expand access to social services for
Jewish LGBTQ youth across the
United States. JQY added that it will

rename its "warmline" phone service and National Drop-in Center program the "JQY Paul
Austin and Dalip Girdhar (the P. Austin Family Foundation) Drop-in Center and Hopeline."
JQY said the money would go toward expanding its Drop-in Center initiative, which the
organization described as a "comprehensive in-person clinical program," from New York
to Orthodox communities in New Jersey, South Florida, Chicago and Baltimore, as well as
toward hiring additional staff for its hotline. JQY Executive Director Rachael Fried
expressed gratitude on behalf of the organization, saying, "We are deeply grateful to Paul
and Dalip. This incredible gift will change the future for Jewish queer youth, allowing us to
bring local support to the teens who need it most. Over the next five years, we will be
creating a national safety net which will serve as a life-saving resource for years to come."
 Learn more
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What To Do When Your Child Comes Out 

There are a whole heap of
ways that someone can come
out about their sexuality or
gender identity. Your child
might sit you down for a heart
to heart. They could email it
to you. If they’re quite young,
it could be an announcement
regarding their gender or their
schoolyard crush, without any
realization of what it means.
No matter how it happens, the important thing to remember is that your child is sharing
something deeply personal with you, that they have likely thought about a lot. How you
respond and show your support is important in the moment. Having a child come out is
different for every family – but there are some positive ways to navigate any experience.
This video from Minus 18 shares advice from parents of LGBTQ+ children in their own
words. Watch here

Considerations for Two Spirit & LGBTQIA+ Indigenous Communities

This publication from the National LGBTQIA+
Health Education Center is a guide for health
centers in providing affirming care and services for
Two Spirit and LGBTQIA+ American Indian/Alaska
Native (AI/AN) people. Readers will explore key
concepts, terminology, and the effects of historical
trauma. Discover best and promising practices for
care that incorporate Indigenous holistic models of
wellness and focus on resilience and protective
factors, including links to resources for further
exploration of this topic. Read here

We R Native Holistic Health Resource 

We R Native is a holistic health
resource that is written for Native youth,
by Native youth, to tell their authentic
stories. The "LGBT - Two-Spirit" page,
can help AI/AN youth and young adults
feel more connected and seen in their
intersecting communities. Learn more
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Human Rights Campaign Foundation's Time to Thrive Conference
February 9 - 10, 2022

The Human Rights Campaign
Foundation in partnership with the
National Education Association
and the American Counseling
Association presents Time To
THRIVE, the annual national
conference to promote safety,
inclusion, and well-being for
LGBTQ youth...everywhere! Given the current public health crisis, the 9th annual
conference will be presented virtually on February 9 - 10, 2022 with an optional pre-
conference for beginners on February 8, 2022 (for a tentative conference schedule,
click here). The annual Time to THRIVE conference provides a comprehensive
opportunity for youth-serving professionals to build awareness and cultural competency,
learn current and emerging best practices, and gather resources from leading experts and
national organizations in the field. Register here

Panel Discussion on Gaps in Behavioral Health Services for Black &
African American LGBTQ+ People 
Wednesday, February 16th, 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. ET

Please join us for a discussion with
panelists concerning the gaps in
behavioral health services that exist for
Black and African American LGBTQ+
people and what providers can do to fill
those gaps. Panelists will share personal
and professional experiences and offer
practical tips for behavioral health
providers to integrate into their
practices.  This workshop is hosted by The
Institute’s Center of Excellence for
LGBTQ+ Behavioral Health. Register
now

Culturally Responsive Mental Health Services for Latinx LGBTQ+ Folx 
Tuesday, February 22nd, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. ET

This webinar will give context to the
intersectionality of race, ethnicity, sexual
orientation, and gender identity faced by
Latinx LGBTQ+ communities. Presenter will
explore Latinx culture while examining how
LGBTQ+ identities and mental health are
perceived within the culture. The presenters
will also share knowledge to assist with
transitioning from rejecting behaviors to
affirming, culturally responsive best
practices when providing mental health care
to the Latinx LGBTQ+ community. Register
now

Register now: Non-credit Registration
CEU Registration
CME Registration
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Supporting Transgender & Gender Diverse Youth & Their Families in a
Clinical Setting – 2022 Learning Collaborative Application
April, 7, 14, 21 & 28, 2022 Thursdays 3:00 - 4:30pm EST/12:00-1:30pm PST

Access to pediatric gender-affirming care for
transgender and gender diverse (TGD) youth is
vital to positive mental and physical health
outcomes and should be considered part of
routine primary care. This program will engage
pediatric primary care providers, mental health
providers, health center administrators and
support staff in establishing welcoming and
affirming clinic environments and engaging
families in supporting their TGD children, with the
aim of improving health outcomes. Providers will
learn best practices for serving the families of
TGD youth, and strategies for successfully
responding to a variety of family and patient
needs and priorities. Learn more

Articles/ResearchArticles/Research

Disproportionate Impacts Of Covid-19 On LGBTQ+ Households

For nearly two years, COVID-19 has disrupted life
for all of us. Millions have had the disease and
three-quarters of a million people have died in the
U.S. alone. The pandemic’s impact also extends far
beyond the direct impact of the virus. According to a
report from the Movement Advancement Project
(MAP), LGBTQ+ people are much more likely to
have serious financial problems, income loss, and
challenges accessing healthcare as the Delta
variant progressed. MAP’s report, The Delta Variant
& the Disproportionate Impacts of COVID-19 on
LGBTQ+ Households in the U.S., presents new
findings and analysis of a nationally representative
survey conducted by the Harvard T.H. Chan School
of Public Health, NPR, and the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation. As in the 2020 survey, these
new data show that LGBTQ+ people experienced
higher rates of job loss and work disruption due to
the pandemic than non-LGBTQ+ people. Read
more

New Study Dispels Harmful Gender Dysphoria Myth

A first-of-its-kind study by Schulich
Medicine & Dentistry researchers
dispels a controversial gender
dysphoria theory that experts have
called inaccurate and harmful to
transgender people. Greta Bauer,
PhD, and her team at Trans Youth
CAN! found no evidence in a
recent study to support the idea of
rapid onset gender dysphoria
(ROGD) – a proposed condition
often used as an argument against
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providing gender-affirming medical
care to young people. Bauer
hopes her recent findings help
dispel misconceptions around
youth identifying as trans and
seeking gender-affirming medical
care. “The benefits of being able
to start treatment at a younger age
are substantial, it has a lot of
advantages,” Bauer said. “We
hope that by identifying and
intervening at a younger age, we
can prevent some of the mental
health challenges we see in the
adult trans community.” Learn

more

Acceptance of Trans Youth Associated with Lower Suicide Rates

The Trevor Project has published a new peer-reviewed
study in Transgender Health that found acceptance of
one’s gender identity from adults and peers was
associated with significantly lower odds of attempting
suicide among transgender and nonbinary youth. Based
on a national sample of more than 8,000 transgender
and nonbinary youth from across the United States, these
findings further suggest a need to equip adults and young
people with the information, skills, and resources
necessary to support and affirm the transgender and
nonbinary young people in their lives, as this gender
identity acceptance can protect against negative mental
health outcomes, including suicide. Read here

Most LGBTQ+ Kids' Mental Health Impacted by Anti-Trans Legislation

Over two-thirds of LGBTQ+ youth
said recent debates over state laws
that target transgender people have
negatively impacted their mental
health, a new poll released this
month by the Trevor Project shows.
Seven in 10 LGBTQ+ youth said
they regularly follow news related to
the issues that impact the trans
community, and as a result, 66% of
all LGBTQ+ young people polled

said their mental health had been negatively affected by recent debates about state laws
restricting the rights of transgender people. The impact is even greater among trans and
nonbinary youth: 85% of those polled — four in five of this group — said their mental
health had been negatively affected. Read here

Policy NewsPolicy News

At Least 7 States Proposed Anti-Trans Bills in First Week of 2022

Throughout the first week of the year,
state lawmakers in at least seven
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states proposed laws that would limit
the rights of transgender and
nonbinary youths. Republican
lawmakers in Arizona, Alabama,
Indiana, Kentucky, Oklahoma, New
Hampshire, and South Dakota
introduced at least nine measures
that target trans and nonbinary
youths, such as their ability to
participate in sports, receive gender-
affirming care or use the bathroom.
The legislative push within the first
few days of 2022 quickly follows what
some advocates have labeled the
“worst year in recent history for LGBTQ state legislative attacks.” The majority of this
week’s measures mirror the two types of legislation that dominated last year’s record
number of anti-trans bills: measures that block trans kids from competing on school sports
teams that align with their gender identity and those that restrict their access to gender-
affirming care. Learn more

Philadelphia Students Can Identify as Nonbinary on School Documents

In the midst of a nationwide attack on
inclusive policies for LGBTQ+ students,
one of the largest school districts in the
nation has added a nonbinary option on
school forms. The policy was announced
last week by Dr. William Hite, the
superintendent of the School District of
Philadelphia, and it is officially available
for students as of today, December 13,
as the Philadelphia Inquirer reports.
Students will now be able to identify as
nonbinary in school portals, and can fill
out an Google form to inform their school

about any changes to their name or their gender, according to a press release from the
school district. Students will also have the option of updating their gender and/or name in
Google only, or across the Student Information System, which includes “most other
student and school facing systems,” including report cards and attendance. Learn more
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