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LGBTQ History Month: History in the Making
In recognition of LGBTQ History Month, we
are highlighting the 18 youth of GLSEN's
National Student Council (NSC) who are
making history both in their communities
and across the United States.

Selected from a pool of hundreds of
applicants, the members of GLSEN's
National Student Council are high school
students who are safe-schools advocates,

GSA leaders and founders, and passionate activists committed to social justice,
representing the diversity of LGBTQ youth in schools. Meet the council

Community CornerCommunity Corner

Community Corner is a place where you can share news about work you are doing with
young people with diverse SOGIE (sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender
expression). To submit information about your program to be highlighted in this newsletter,
please email theinstitute@ssw.umaryland.edu.

SMYAL to Debut Second Facility for Homeless LGBTQ Youth in D.C.

The Washington, D.C.-based LGBTQ youth services
group SMYAL has opened its second transitional
residential facility for homeless LGBTQ youth. The newly
built facility consists of a four-story apartment building
with seven two-bedroom apartments that will
accommodate 14 residents, according to SMYAL
spokesperson Hancie Stokes. Stokes said the facility

includes office space for two case managers and four house monitors, at least one of
whom will be on-site 24 hours a day. The new facility is part of a SMYAL housing program
that “provides safe and stable shelter, food, case management services, crisis
intervention, and community support for its residents” of ages 18 to 24. The new facility
follows the opening in January 2017 of SMYAL’s first such house, which accommodates
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12 LGBTQ youth. Learn more

Practical ToolsPractical Tools

Creating Gender-Affirming Meeting Spaces: A Tip Sheet for Planners 

Meeting planners have a responsibility to create welcoming and
affirming meeting spaces for all participants. This LGBTQ TA Center
tip sheet provides standard guidelines and helpful tips for setting up
inclusive meetings in professional and social settings. The tip sheet
focuses on five key areas: why pronouns are important, name tags,
respectful introductions, restroom labels, and breakout group norms.
Learn more

LGBTQ History Month Educator Toolkit from GLSEN

LGBTQ History Month is the perfect time to make a special effort
to include LGBTQ content in lessons and activities. Check out
GLSEN's user-friendly classroom materials. For all of us,
learning an LGBTQ-inclusive curriculum can help us better
understand our world and our differences. For LGBTQ students
in particular, it can mean feeling safer at school and hearing
homophobic and transphobic remarks less frequently, according
to GLSEN research. That’s why GLSEN is sharing these
resources, from an interactive timeline and coloring book to podcasts and many other
classroom resources.  Learn more

Upcoming Events & WebinarsUpcoming Events & Webinars

Webinar: Addressing Health Disparities in the LGBTQ+ Community
Oct. 23 | 12:30-2 p.m. EDT | NIHCM Foundation

The National Institute for Health Care Management
(NIHCM) presents a webinar on LGBTQ+ health
disparities. This webinar will explore demographics and
health care needs of the LGBTQ+ population, barriers to
high-quality health care and proposed solutions, a toolkit
designed to train medical school students and current
providers on clinical skills for inclusive care, new national
survey data on LGBTQ+ teen mental health, and the role
of crisis responders in supplementing the health care system. The webinar will feature
Alex Keuroghlian, MD, MPH, and Jennifer Potter, MD, from the Fenway Institute, as well
as Susan Sawning, MSSW, from the University of Louisville School of Medicine, and Chris
Bright, the director of public training at the Los Angeles branch of The Trevor
Project. Register here

Interprofessional Forum on Ethics and Religion in Health Care: What the
Golden Rule Really Means in Serving the LGBTQ+ Community
Nov. 7, 2019 | University of Maryland, Baltimore

Gender identity, sexual orientation, and spirituality each
play a part in forming our sense of self, our core values,
and how we define community. This unique forum will
explore what the Golden Rule mandates in meeting
ethical duties to promote well-being and “do no harm” for
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LGBTQ+ individuals seeking health care services.
Health care providers, ethics committee members, and
members of faith communities are welcome to discuss
ethical issues related to access and inclusion in health
care delivery. Register here

Articles/ResearchArticles/Research

Human Rights Campaign and UConn Survey Finds Bi+ Youth at
Heightened Risk for Discrimination

The Human Rights Campaign (HRC) Foundation, in
partnership with the University of Connecticut, released
the 2019 Bi+ Youth Report, a groundbreaking resource
detailing the experiences of bisexual, pansexual, queer,
and sexually fluid (bi+) LGBTQ youth. The report, which
analyzed responses from nearly 9,000 young people who
participated in HRC’s online LGBTQ Teen Survey in

2017, reveals elevated levels of stress among these 13- to 17-year-olds, as well as an
overwhelming lack of comfort in being open about their identity at home and in school.
Read here

Safe and Supportive Schools for LGBT Youth: Addressing Educational
Inequities Through Inclusive Policies and Practices | Journal of School
Psychology

Inclusive policies that attend to sexual orientation and gender
identity (SOGI) are associated with more supportive school
environments for LGBT youth. The 2013–2015 California Healthy
Kids Survey was matched with principal reports of school policies
from the 2014 California School Health Profiles to examine
differential effects of SOGI-focused policies for LGBT youth. SOGI-
focused policies had a direct association with less truancy and
moderated the association between sexual orientation/ gender
identity and other school outcomes. Findings underscore the
importance of inclusive policies, especially those that address the
unique needs of transgender students. Learn more

Taking the “Girl” Out of Gender-Responsive Programming in the Juvenile
Justice System

Since the early 2000s, state and local
policymakers, practitioners, and advocates
accelerated existing federal efforts to reform the
juvenile justice system and dramatically reduce the
number of youth detained in the system. Yet
recent research shows that youth of color and

LGBQ-GNCT (gender non-conforming and transgender) youth continue to be
overrepresented in many juvenile justice systems throughout the country. In this review,
these disparities are researched more deeply in an effort to (a) advocate for increased
efforts to reduce racial disparities in the juvenile justice system; (b) break the silence
around the experiences of LGBQ-GNCT youth in the system, who are overwhelmingly
youth of color; and (c) encourage a deeper appreciation of sexual orientation, gender
identity, and gender expression and how they intersect with race when it comes to serving
youth in the justice system. Learn more
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LGBT Legislative Tracker | Freedom for All Americans 

During 2019 legislative sessions, dozens of states will
consider bills related to LGBTQ discrimination. Some bills
will seek to advance the comprehensive nondiscrimination
laws that LGBTQ people so sorely need, while others
almost certainly will attempt to single out and target
LGBTQ people for unfair and unequal treatment. Freedom

for All Americans is tracking each relevant bill in its 2019 Legislative Tracker, in
partnership with the Equality Federation. Learn more

California Governor Signs AB 175 into Law to Ensure LGBTQ Foster
Youth Rights

California Gov. Gavin Newsom signed into law Assembly Bill (AB)
175, which updates the state’s Foster Youth Bill of Rights that was
written in 2001. The law will set an expectation of culturally competent
care for LGBTQ youth, enshrine their right to be referred to by their
chosen gender and name, allow youth to keep their sexual orientation
private, and add the right for LGBTQ youth to attend events and
activities geared toward their orientation or gender. The changes add
explicit protections and assurances for LGTBQ youth in the system,
among other issues. Read the bill
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