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The Institute and the Philadelphia Coalition for Queer Justice and Intersectional
Equity will host The New Normal: LGBTQ+ Youth Living Through COVID-19 , a two-
day virtual symposium dedicated to addressing the challenges facing LGBTQ+ youth
during this pandemic.
 
For many young people, adjusting to this “new normal” has increased their stress and
anxiety levels, especially for LGBTQ+ youth who are already at a greater risk for suicide
and depression. Research has shown that many LGBTQ+ young people struggle with
loneliness and isolation due to limited access to affirming mental health services
and community programs. 
 
This virtual experience will provide participants access to forward-thinking exchanges and
panel discussions with child welfare workers, medical professionals, prevention
workers, mentors, and executives from a variety of disciplines. 

Register here
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https://theinstitute.umaryland.edu/
https://phillycoalitionqueerjustice.wildapricot.org/symposium
https://phillycoalitionqueerjustice.wildapricot.org/symposium
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/opinion/2020/09/11/give-good-2020-sweet-evening-breeze-louisville/5759634002/
https://vimeo.com/454222543
https://www.familyequality.org/2020/08/27/20-virtual-lgbtq-resources-to-incorporate-into-your-distance-learning-routine/?utm_source=Family+Equality&utm_campaign=165b524e43-2020-08-29-BTS-Resources&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a701735d6d-165b524e43-543553298&mc_cid=165b524e43&mc_eid=d79083e6f0
https://utorontofsw.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_b9DGUrVIMVkNE2x
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1054139X20301907
https://www.lgbtmap.org/policy-and-issue-analysis/invisible-majority
https://www.cwla.org/house-ways-and-means-staff-report-on-placement-discrimination-released/
https://www.them.us/story/gavin-grimms-former-school-district-discriminates-trans-students
https://www.them.us/story/england-now-mandates-lgbtq-sex-ed
https://www.facebook.com/TheInstituteUMSSW
https://twitter.com/InstituteUMSSW
https://www.instagram.com/instituteumssw/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/29013828/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheInstituteUMDSSW


Community Corner is a place where you can share news about the work you are doing
with young people with diverse SOGIE (sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender
expression). To submit information about your program to be highlighted in this newsletter,
please email theinstitute@ssw.umaryland.edu.

Give for Good: Sweet Evening Breeze Helps Louisville LGBTQ+ Youth
Experiencing Homelessness

My name is Eltuan Dawson. I’m 25 years old and I grew up
in Kentucky's foster care system. Like many of Louisville’s
youth, I have experienced hopelessness, homelessness,
hunger, and lack of trust in people outside of myself. I’ve
struggled with not loving myself and feeling like I was
behind my peers, which contributed to me feeling
depressed. I am grateful for and humbled by the support
I’ve had along the way — but if Sweet Evening Breeze was
around when I was younger, I don’t think I would have gone through as many unnecessary
situations just so I could survive. I would never wish anything I endured on another
person, and that is why I choose to volunteer with and support Sweet Evening Breeze, a
501c3 public charity committed to Louisville’s LGBTQ+ youth who are experiencing
homelessness by going beyond the expectations of shelter, hope and healing. James
Herndon “Sweets” is a historical Kentucky figure whose hospitality and compassion for
others inspired our purpose and vision — to offer safe and secure emergency shelter,
food, and supportive services for youth who may experience homelessness and find
themselves in need of inclusive resources. We strive to provide Louisville’s LGBTQ+ youth
with an open and affirming environment, and we are committed to empowering and
connecting our residents to vital resources while facilitating their community engagement
through the promotion of socially just services, education, and care. Read more
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History UnErased LGBTQ-Inclusive Curriculum

If you were to look only at U.S. history textbooks,
you wouldn’t know LGBTQ people had anything to
do with building our nation. And that’s a problem.
History UnErased is solving that problem by
putting LGBTQ history in its rightful place — the
classroom — with its groundbreaking
Intersections and Connections U.S. history
curriculum. Meet New York City teachers Amber
and Ann. Amber introduces one of History

UnErased’s LGBTQ-inclusive units to her eighth-grade students virtually, and Ann
observes and provides feedback. This is a wonderful example of how to introduce
LGBTQ-inclusive history with a contextualized approach. Watch here

20 Virtual LGBTQ+ Resources to Incorporate into Your Distance Learning
Routine

This fall, the beginning of school will look different from any
previous back-to-school season. Some schools have started
the year with in-person instruction. However, many parents
and caregivers are choosing to navigate distance learning
due to concerns around the COVID-19 pandemic. If you’re
looking for resources to incorporate into your distance
learning routine, check out Family Equality’s library of online activities! Maybe it can
provide you with a few extra tools in your tool belt this unique school year. Learn more

mailto:theinstitute@ssw.umaryland.edu
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/opinion/2020/09/11/give-good-2020-sweet-evening-breeze-louisville/5759634002/
https://vimeo.com/454222543
https://www.qchatspace.org/
https://www.familyequality.org/2020/08/27/20-virtual-lgbtq-resources-to-incorporate-into-your-distance-learning-routine/?utm_source=Family+Equality&utm_campaign=165b524e43-2020-08-29-BTS-Resources&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a701735d6d-165b524e43-543553298&mc_cid=165b524e43&mc_eid=d79083e6f0
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Seeking Trans Participants for the SnapshoT Photo Elicitation Study

Loyola University Chicago is conducting a national online study called
SnapshoT, using photos on the experience of transgender and
gender-diverse youth living in the United States. If you are between 14
and 29 years old and identify as trans, you could participate and be
eligible to win a gift card for completing this study. Complete survey
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Teen Dating Violence and Suicide Risk Among Bisexual Adolescents

Bisexual youth experience higher rates of teen dating violence
compared with other groups. In addition, bisexual females present with
higher suicide risk than bisexual males. There is a dire need for research
that addresses issues of teen dating violence and suicide among
bisexual youth. Understanding factors influencing suicide risk following
teen dating experiences among bisexual youth will inform interventions
to mitigate negative mental health outcomes. Read here

Invisible Majority: The Disparities Facing Bisexual People and How to
Remedy Them

This report focuses on the “invisible majority” of the LGBTQ
community, the nearly five million adults in the U.S. who identify as
bisexual and the millions more who have sexual or romantic
attraction to or contact with people of more than one gender. The
report provides an overview of current research so we can better
understand those who comprise the largest share of the LGB
population. It also examines how bias, stigma, discrimination, and
invisibility combine to create serious negative outcomes for
bisexual people, and it provides concrete recommendations for
change. Finally, sidebars throughout the report highlight the lived
experiences of bisexual people—and the pervasive discrimination

and key disparities they face. Read more 
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Majority Staff Report: Children at Risk: The Trump Administration’s
Waiver of Foster Care Nondiscrimination Requirements

On Aug. 19, 2020, Democrats on the House Ways and Means
Committee released a report led by Worker and Family Support
Subcommittee chairman Danny K. Davis (D-Ill.) and the late John
Lewis (D-Ga.) on the issue of discrimination in placement
decisions for foster care and adoption. The report had been under
development for several months before Lewis died in July.

http://bit.ly/snapshotstudy
https://utorontofsw.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_b9DGUrVIMVkNE2x
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1054139X20301907
https://www.lgbtmap.org/policy-and-issue-analysis/invisible-majority


Children at Risk: The Trump Administration’s Waiver of Foster
Care Nondiscrimination Requirements focuses on discrimination
in foster care and adoption recruitment and placements. The
issue received increased attention in January 2019 when the
Department of Health and Human Services granted a waiver to
the state of South Carolina to allow discrimination in their
placement and recruitment policies regarding foster and adoption
placements. The House majority staff indicated that the waiver
permitted discrimination within the child welfare system based on
religion and sexual orientation, resulting in harm to LGBTQ
children and families, and is not in the best interests of
children. Learn more 

Gavin Grimm’s Former School District Won’t Stop Trying to Discriminate
Against Trans Students

The Gloucester County (Va.) School District will not give up its
fight to discriminate against transgender students. Last week,
the district petitioned the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals to
hear an appeal to its recent decision regarding Gavin Grimm,
a former student who sued for discrimination after being
barred from using the restroom that corresponds with his
gender identity. In a 2-1 ruling, the court upheld a previous

ruling that the district had violated his constitutional rights as well as Title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972, which bans sex-based discrimination. Judges further
argued the issue was a relatively moot point after the Supreme Court’s historic ruling in
Bostock v. Clayton County, which ruled that “it is impossible to discriminate against a
person for being homosexual or transgender without discriminating against that individual
based on sex.” Learn more 

England Now Mandates LGBTQ+ Sex Ed. Why Doesn’t America?

Students in England’s elementary and high schools will now
be taught LGBTQ+-inclusive lessons on relationships and
given age-appropriate education on sexual health. The
country’s education officials recently released new guidance
that incorporates provisions of LGBTQ+ nondiscrimination
laws, requiring schools to ensure their curriculum instructs all
students that LGBTQ+ relationships can be healthy and
fulfilling. In a statement to NBC News, a spokesperson for
England’s Department of Education said, “We want to support all young people to be
happy, healthy, and safe.” The United States has no national standard or federal
legislation that mandates LGBTQ+ inclusive sexual health or history education. A handful
of states have enacted LGBTQ+ curriculum bills, but six other states are prohibited by law
from providing LGBTQ+ inclusive sexual health education. Learn more 
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