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Community CornerCommunity Corner

Community Corner is a place where you can share news about the work you are doing
with young people with diverse SOGIE (sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender
expression). To submit information about your program to be highlighted in this newsletter,
please email theinstitute@ssw.umaryland.edu.

Trans-Affirming Thrift Store Creating Community One Binder at a Time

A new thrift store is bringing
affordable clothes and
binders to members of the
trans community, as well as a
fiercely community-centric
approach to retail. A binder is
a piece of compression wear
that flattens the chest, worn
by many trans masculine
individuals. Margie’s Closet
officially opened its doors in
Cleveland, Ohio, on June 5.
The wholesome and
handsomely outfitted store is the dream of local organizer Jacob Nash, who knew he had
a special idea after organizing a pop-up designed to create a safe shopping experience for
local trans folks. “When my community was telling me about all the obstacles they were
facing in simply purchasing shoes, clothing and accessories, I knew we had to do better,”
Nash, who is also the president of Margie’s Hope, a broader nonprofit aimed at assisting
the trans community, tells them. “We had to create a safe space not just to buy clothing,
but also to empower the community to love themselves.” Learn more

Practical ToolsPractical Tools

GLSEN Back to School Guide 

GLSEN is excited to introduce the 2021-2022 GLSEN
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Back To School Campaign! The GLSEN Educator
Guide provides support, tips, and resources to help
you prepare for the new school year — whether you
are in person, virtual, or hybrid. In this guide, you will
find best practices, programming, inclusive classroom
resources, policy information, and connection to other
supportive educators through the GLSEN educator
network. The pandemic has certainly raised concerns
regarding the health and safety of all students,
families, and educators. With the continued pandemic
impacting communities and the health risks educators
are navigating, we at GLSEN are committed to
continue our support in advocating to elected officials
and working with our partner organizations to share
the concerns of educators and work towards keeping
educators safe. Download here

Faith Communities & the Well-Being of LGBT Youth

The Psychiatry and Religion and LGBTQ+
committees of the Group for the Advancement of
Psychiatry have created a booklet called Faith
Communities and the Well-Being of LGBT Youth.
Published online, the booklet addresses ways in
which faith leaders and faith communities can
support LGBT youth in their communities to mitigate
mental health challenges. The booklet
acknowledges the common interests shared by
medicine and religion in the welfare of young
individuals. Then, it describes multiple mental
health challenges faced by LGBT youth, including
suicide, depression, anxiety, substance use,
bullying, and homelessness. Through both religion
and medicine, it seeks to alleviate pain and address
difficult aspects of life to enhance physical, social,
emotional, and spiritual well-being. Read here

Webinars/Virtual EventsWebinars/Virtual Events

Hidden from Happiness: The Epidemic of Sexual Minority Depression
and the Science of the Closet
Wednesday, October 20th, 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. ET

All sexual minorities experience
the closet – a period in which
they recognize their sexual
identity but have not disclosed it
to significant others – and the
majority of the world’s sexual
minority population is likely
closeted. This talk will present a
developmental model of the
closet’s influence on mental
health and potential lifespan-
persistent mental health effects
of the closet, even among those
who do ultimately come out. The
talk will conclude with a
discussion on implications for
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structural and clinical interventions. Register now

Providing Trauma-Informed Care for LGBTQ+ Children & Youth:
Integrating FAP & TF-CBT
Recorded Webinar | CEUS Available

LGBTQ+ children and youth
are at high risk for trauma that
is both related to and unrelated
to their identities. This webinar
will discuss the integration of
Trauma-Focused Cognitive
Behavioral Therapy (TF-CBT),
the most widely used trauma
treatment model for children
and youth worldwide, and the
Family Acceptance Project
(FAP), the first research and
family support model to reduce
risk and promote well-being for
LGBTQ+ children and youth.
CEU Version
Non-Credit Version

Promoting Emotional Well-being for LGBTQ+ Youth

In this free online course, participants learn about
the current landscape for LGBTQ+ youth;
protective factors that improve the well-being of
LGBTQ+ youth; and best practice tips for creating
a safe environment for LGBTQ+ youth. This course
describes the factors that compromise the mental
health of LGBTQ+ youth and explores
intersectionality and how LGBTQ+ youth with
multiple marginalized identities have different
experiences and needs. Developed in concert with
the Human Rights Campaign Foundation, this
resource is supported by the National Quality
Improvement Center on Tailored Services,
Placement Stability and Permanency for Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning, and
Two-Spirit Children and Youth in Foster Care (QIC-
LGBTQ2S) at the Institute for Innovation and
Implementation. Learn more

Midwest LGBTQ+ Health Symposium
Wednesday, September 29th & Thursday, September 30th

The Midwest LGBTQ Health
Symposium 2021 (MLHS 2021),
presented by Howard Brown
Health's Center for Education,
Research and Advocacy, brings
together healthcare
professionals, educators,
researchers, and advocates from
across the country to
disseminate evidence-based
practices and engage in rigorous
discussion around issues relating
to the health of the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and queer
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communities. Register now

Articles/ResearchArticles/Research

 Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity & Expression Resource Guide

This guide is intended to inform and provide best
practice suggestions for Children’s Residential
Providers and Caregivers relating to Sexual
Orientation, Gender Identity and Expression
(SOGIE) while ensuring the health and safety of
children during out of home care and during their
transition into young adulthood. A glossary of
terms related to SOGIE has been compiled and
placed as an appendix to provide a context and
meaning for the language used in this guide. This
guide is not an exhaustive treatment of this
subject and cannot be used as a substitute for
understanding and complying with the
regulations, standards and statutes governing all
caregivers. View here

Nearly Half of Trans People Mistreated by Medical Providers

In 2018, they began having seizures every day, so
they started living in their car outside the Amazon
facility where they were an assistant operations
manager, because they couldn’t drive themself to
work anymore. In November 2018, they lost their
job. “I lost my car soon after and ended up on the
streets in the winter,” they said. Brace’s experience
in the ER — and the impact that health care
discrimination had on their life — is something many
trans people face and fear when they try to get care,
according to a report released recently by the
Center for American Progress. Discrimination,
among other factors, prevents trans people from
seeking necessary care, which leads to health
disparities that can affect many other areas of their
lives, the report found. The authors outline a road
map of solutions, including legislative protections for
LGBTQ+ people and better competency training for

medical providers. “The onus should not be on individuals,” said one of the report’s
authors, Sharita Gruberg, vice president of the center’s LGBTQ+ Research and
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Communications Project. “It really should be on these institutions to do the right thing, and
the resources and guidance is out there.” Read report

Hate Crimes Against LGBTQ+ People Hit Record Highs in 2020

Hate crimes hit a 12-year-high in
the United States in 2020,
according to a new report from the
FBI. That disturbing trend largely
was driven by increases in
violence committed against Black,
Asian, and LGBTQ+ people. The
data shows that hate crimes rose
by 6% last year, with Black people
the most targeted minority group.
While racially motivated hate
crimes saw the most severe spike,
bias attacks targeting LGBTQ+
people also increased significantly. The FBI recorded 440 hate crimes against lesbian,
gay, bisexual, or transgender people as a mixed group in 2020, a 16% uptick from 378 the
year prior. Hate crimes against trans people specifically rose more sharply: from 186 in
2019 to 232 in 2020, a nearly 25% increase. Learn more

Policy NewsPolicy News

AMA Recommends Removing Sex From Birth Certificates

Britni de la Cretaz explains a recent
recommendation from the American
Medical Association: “In an incredibly
significant—and long overdue—
move, the American Medical
Association (AMA) has
recommended that the ‘sex’
designation be removed from the
public facing portion of babies’ birth
certificates, reserving that information
for medical professionals. The
recommendation comes because
‘assigning sex using a binary variable
and placing it on the public portion of

the birth certificate perpetuates a view that it is immutable,’ the AMA’s LGBTQ+ advisory
committee stated in a June report. The current requirement to list a baby’s binary sex or
gender category in publicly available documentation can lead to many challenges,
disproportionately impacting trans, non-binary, and intersex people.”  Read more

20 States Sue Biden Administration Over Support for Trans Students

20 Republican-led states filed a
lawsuit last month seeking to
prevent the Biden administration
from enforcing a sweeping pro-
LGBTQ+ executive order.
Tennessee Attorney General
Herbert Slattery filed a 38-page
brief to the U.S. District Court for
the Eastern District of Tennessee
claiming that President Joe
Biden’s January 20 order
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misinterprets the Supreme
Court’s 2020 ruling on LGBTQ+
workplace nondiscrimination.
Biden instructed federal agencies
to interpret the decision as
applying to cases of
discrimination in areas like
housing and education. Slattery
was joined in filing the brief by
attorneys general representing
GOP-led states like Alabama,
Arkansas, Mississippi, Montana,
South Dakota, and West Virginia.
Each of these states have
passed laws in 2021 limiting life-
saving medical care and athletics opportunities to trans youth. Read more

New Census Data Shows LGBTQ+ People Struggling with Pandemic

For the first time, the U.S. Census Bureau
included questions allowing participants in
the Household Pulse Survey (HPS) to
identify as LGBT. The HPS is designed to
provide quick information about how people
in the United States are weathering the
pandemic. Data are collected and released
every two weeks. Top lines released by the
Census reveal that LGBT people and their
families continue to have challenges
navigating the pandemic — and often in
unique ways from non-LGBT people. The

data were collected in late June and early July, so these data provide a critical, current
snapshot about LGBT people and allow comparisons to non-LGBT people. Learn more

Charleston WV Protects LGBTQ+ Youth From Conversion Therapy

The Trevor Project, the world’s largest suicide
prevention and crisis intervention organization
for LGBTQ+ young people, commended the
City Council of Charleston, West Virginia for
passing an ordinance that prohibits licensed
mental health professionals from subjecting
LGBTQ+ youth to conversion therapy.
Charleston becomes the first city in the state to
take this action. “The Trevor Project is thrilled
to see historic action being taken in West
Virginia to protect LGBTQ+ youth from the
dangers of conversion therapy. This
discredited practice is not therapy at all — it’s
been debunked by every major medical
organization and shown to increase suicide
risk,” said Troy Stevenson, Senior Advocacy
Campaign Manager for The Trevor Project. According to The Trevor Project’s 2021
National Survey on LGBTQ+ Youth Mental Health, 13% of LGBTQ+ youth reported being
subjected to conversion therapy, with 83% reporting it occurred when they were under age
18. Further, LGBTQ+ youth who underwent conversion therapy were more than twice as
likely to report having attempted suicide and more than 2.5 times as likely to report
multiple suicide attempts in the past year. Read more
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